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ALT #5

Summer vacation - or what?

Having lived and worked in Japan for quite some years
now, it is still sometimes difficult for me to accept the
Japanese “vacation system”.

Contrary to not only Germany but probably most
European countries Japanese employees take no more
than 4 or 5 days annual leave during the summer. A
maximum of 10 days per year looks like the exception to
the rule. And even for sick leave many of them use their
regular vacation time.

Most Europeans are entitled to 30 days leave in one
vear. And almost all of them use this time to relax and
charge up with new energy. Going on a 3-week-trip to
a foreign country during the summer break is more or
less the rule. Spending one or two weeks with the family
during the Christmas time, enjoying a ski trip to the Alps
can be seen quite often.

So as for us | had twice a one-week “absence from
work” during this year's summer. Taking care of some
things at home as well as going on short daytrips like

Kochi's Muroto Geo Park

Sy I1E]

especially enjoyed Muroto
and the Kochi kitchen with
some special ginger menu to
the utmost.

How about you? How did
you spend your summer
vacation?
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