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Olympic Games and Sports Day

Yes, it was a fully loaded sports event schedule during the past couple of
weeks, the Olympic Games in Beijing, watching television almost every day.
Enjoying the opening ceremony, the world records set by so many outstanding
athletes, but most of all the friendship that could be seen.

Looking at Kawauchi Junior High School’s sports day or “taiikusai” it
reminded me quite a lot of the Beijing Games. The students practicing hard
for many hours, the rehearsals, the joy and sometimes pain - little athletes with
lots of potential. And here again, the friendship, the willingness to help others
at any time was what impressed me most. The team spirit, being a part of a
big event, cheering each other - | think it counts more than “just” winning
Whatever people might say | still believe that “being in it” is most important.
For me this year’s sports day as well as the Olympic Games were
events that will be remembered for a long time.
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