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Dear Toon,

This summer, some friends of mine went to Ainan to play
mud soccer. This is a soccer tournament that is in a
flooded, very muddy rice field. | was very happy because
my friends came third! This got me thinking about strange
sports that we have in the UK.

One of the most famous strange sports is cheese rolling.
Every vear, at Cooper’'s Hill in Gloucestershire, 3kg piece
of cheese shaped like a wheel is rolled down the hill and
people chase it. The first person to catch the cheese or
get to the bottom of the hill is the winner and they get to
keep the cheese as a prize. This is not as easy as you
think. The hill is very steep and it is very difficult to run
down it without falling over and every year, many people
are injured. Even though they might get hurt, many people
from around the world come to the UK to try to catch the
cheese. In 2007, Daisuke Miyagawa came 2nd and won
£10 (about ¥1200).

The UK is also host to the World Bog Snorkelling
Championships, which is held in August. Competitors
must swim about 110 meters in cold, dark muddy water
and many people say that there are water scorpions at the
bottom! The race started in 1985 when a group of friends
were trying to think of a way to raise money for charity
and the race was so much fun that more people joined
the next year. As the race is suppose to be fun, many
swimmers do the race in fancy dress. Famous costumes
include Buzz Lightyear, Spiderman and an octopus. The
current record holder is Andrew Holmes, who swam it in 1
minute 24 seconds!

[
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Emily Johnson
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