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...Fast-forward to Fuji
Mt. Fuji was our next destination and the climax of our trip. Arriving at the 5th station
around 7 p.m., my friend Nelson and | decided to race to the top. | was in the lead for
much of the journey, when between stations 8 and 9 my vision turned a very distinct
shade of purple. Fearing | would pass out, | began taking 5 minutes breaks to clear my
vision allowing Nelson to pass me and reach the peak first. In the end Nelson made the
peak in 2 hours and 50 minutes, and | arrived a half hour later at 3 hours and 20 minutes.
Arriving at the peak of Fuji 6 hours before sunrise, as it turns out, is a terrible thing.
Some sort of winter storm was raging at the peak, and | had nothing more than a hooded
sweatshirt, a poncho, and a pair of shorts to protect me. | am pretty sure | would have
frozen to death, but a Japanese man who insisted | call him Kaz, loaned me a pair of
pants he had stashed away in his bag. Huddling against a vending machine for warmth,
we whittled away the first couple of hours until Nelson made a discovery: there were
people gathering in the bathroom for warmth.

Not long after we had a bathroom party of 30 plus people rolling along. | met some people
from Korea, China, Australian, Great Britain, America, France, and, of course,

Japan as we waited for the sunrise in the relative warmth of Mt. Fuji’ s giant
bathroom. The storm cleared giving way to a spectacular sunrise well worth the

hellwe endured. 0000000000 OO0OOOOOOOOOOO O Robert Kubicek
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