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As | write this article, winter and the holiday season are fast approaching.
Already in America, Thanksgiving has come and passed, and Christmas
and New Year's is a month away. The winter camellias are beginning to
bloom, and the cool clear weather is beginning to turn into the first cold
breaths that foretell the coming of the mountain snows.

With each new year of course comes the end of the old and it is a time to
reflect back upon all that occurred within the year. Already | have been in
Japan for four months, and I'’ve had many wonderful experiences. The
many friends I'’ve made both in and out of school, the new foods and
cultural events I've enjoyed, and the marvelous places that I' ve seen
continue to amaze me. For all of the countless memories I' ve had already,
| can only be so absolutely thankful for the kindness and hospitality that |
have been given by Toon City. | happily look forward to what great
adventures | may have next year.[]

| hope that 2006 was a great year for all, that any hardships were helpful
in making us stronger, and that 2007 will bring peace, fortune, and
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