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Dear Toon,

Happy Valentine’s Day!
Valentine’s Day is a very old festival and there
are many different traditions surrounding it. One
old belief is that birds, in particular doves, choose
their life-long mate on Valentine’s Day. From this,
there is a belief that the first type of bird a gir
sees on Valentine’'s Day will tell them what type
of man they will marry. For example, if they see
a robin, they will marry a sailor, a sparrow means
they will marry a farmer and if they see a blackbird
they will marry a priest. Many girls hope to see a
bluebird, as it means they will marry a happy man.
They do not want to see a woodpecker, as it
means they will never get married.
Many people also give each other flowers.
Traditionally, each flower has a different meaning.
The most common flower is a red rose, which is
the flower of Venus, who is the Roman Goddess
of Love. If you are given a red rose on Valentine's
Day, it means someone loves you. If you get a
yellow or pink rose, it means someone wants
to be your friend. Young couples will often give
a primrose, which means young love and a red
carnation means someone admires you.

Emily Johnson
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