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| hope you had a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

-5 D
L

So, 2011 has finished and 2012 is about to start. Last year, | wanted to experience a
Japanese New Year, so | went to Yasaka Shrine in Kyoto, which was very different to
New Year's Eve in the UK.

Greetings Toon,

In the UK, there are many street festivals to celebrate the New Year, the most
famous of which is "Hogmany," in Edinburgh, Scotland. People gather to watch music
performances and stay past midnight to welcome in the New Year. There is a ten
second countdown to midnight, followed by a firework display over Edinburgh Castle.

At midnight, many people hold hands and sing “Auld Lang Syne,” a traditional
Scottish song about remembering old loves and friendships. Strangely, in Japan, this
song is played in supermarkets and shops when they are closing and it always makes
me think of New Year.

This year, | will not be in Japan for New Year but | have made a Shochikubai for good
luck, which | have hung in my apartment. In my area of the UK, it is traditional to say
“black rabbit” three times just before midnight to get rid of bad Juck. For good luck,
the first words you say in the New Year should be “white rabbit” three times. | don't
know why this is lucky, but | always say it just in case!

| hope you have a happy and lucky 2012! .
Emily Johnson
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