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As everyone knows[Winter is soon coming to an endlCand that means many
changes for just about everyone in japan[For many studentslit means a new
school year about to beginfith new classmatesCand perhaps even an entirely
new school to become accustomed to[AlsoChumerous employees will soon find
themselves transferred to new officesl[or perhaps to a different area of Japan(TJ
In addition to this concept of new beginningsll suppose that nothing does the
job quite as well as that of the cherry blossoms[Known worldJ wide for being a
large part of Japanese culturelthe brief beauty that they show is so often used
as a metaphor for quickness of human life(But the end of the blossoms is not
the end of everything[for the leaves and the summer cicadas are soon to follow
afterwards[lJ

Howeverlin my own personal thoughts[l've always had a deep appreciation for
the camellialor tsubaki here in Japan[As with most peoplelthe depths of winter
have a tendency to leave me feeling a little sadder than usualldue to cold
temﬁeratures and less sunlight than the other seasons of the year[But even in
such conditions feel haPEy every time | see the redpinkCand white flowers
which appear on the small bushes and trees[knowing that even as other

things are fading into winter[beauty can still be foundBo whether it's
because of the new leaves on the treeslihe brief cherry blossoms[or the

last camellias of winterCknow that even in the end of the oldthere is a

hope for tomorrow and for the future that is yet to come(l
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