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Greetings Toon,

| am writing this article on St. Valentine’s Day. In the UK
we celebrate Valentine’s Day differently than in Japan. In
the UK, both men and women show their love for each other
by giving each other gifts and sending Valentine’s cards.
\Valentine’s Day is a very old celebration. It is named after
St. Valentine, who is the saint of love and marriage. The
most popular story says that St. Valentine lived in Rome
in about 270 A.D. The Emperor was called Claudius Il and
he wanted to have a very big and strong army. Claudius
believed that single men were better soldiers, so he told
his soldiers that they could not get married. Even though
it was against the law, St. Valentine married many young
couples in secret. When Claudius found out, Valentine
was arrested and killed. Before he died, he wrote a letter
to the woman he loved and signed it “from your Valentine.”
In the UK, it is traditional to write “from your Valentine”
instead of your name on Valentine’s Day cards.

There are many other traditions on Valentine’s Day for
single people. For example, during the 1700s, many people
would put rose water and bay leaves on their pillow and
sing a song before they went to sleep. They believed that
they would see the face of their future husband or wife in
their dreams.

Another traditional belief was that the first bird a single
woman saw on Valentine’s Day would tell her what sort
of man she would marry. For example, if she saw a robin,
she would marry a sailor. If she saw a sparrow, she would
marry a poor man but be very happy and if she saw a
goldfinch, she would marry a rich man. Of course, sparrows
are the most common bird in the UKI

Sincerely,

Emily Johnson
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