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This winter the U.S. has been hit with two massive blizzards courtesy of el Nino. My home state of

Minnesota has alread%
My parents told me thi
that | am enjoying a mild winter here in southern Japan. To give all of you a better feel for what
winter is like in Minnesota, let me take this opportunity to paint a picture of the daily life of a
Minnesotan in January.

been blanketed in a 100 centimeters of snow, and it is barely even January.
s is the worst winter they can remember, which makes me exceedingly glad

As you leave the house to 8o to work or school, you find the door to your house jammed shut from
a snow drift that found its way onto the porch dur\n% the night. Throwing your weight into the door,
you slowly make a crack wide enou h to slip through out into the bitter cold. With your first breath,
all the snot in your nose freezes. The wind is howling, cutting through your protective winter gear
and leaving you chilled to the bone in an instant

As you make your way to your car, you discover the windshield has been crusted with a layer of ice
from the sleet that fell last night. YoU g0 to the driver’ s side door to retrieve your ice scrapper only
to find that your car door has frozen shut! Crossing your fingers, you try the other doors hoping they
haven' t frozen shut as well. No luck. Dismayed and short on time, you head back into the house to
boil some water so you can melt the doors open. Only then will you be able to get to your

ice scrapper to clear off the windows so you can brave the ice slicked roads as you peer
through your fogged up windshield on your way to work or school.

What were my ancestors thinking when they settled there?
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