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Different School Systems Part 1 E ng I s h

It is again the time that brought changes to most of my students - attending another school type.
There are quite a few differences when looking at the Japanese and the German school system.
From grades 1 through 4 German children attend elementary school. Then, after the 4th grade,
they are separated according to their academic ability and the wishes of their families, and attend
one of three different kinds of school.
Elementary school (grades 5-9) teaches at a slow pace and with some vocational-oriented
courses. It leads to part-time enrollment in a vocational school combined with apprenticeship
training until the age of 18. Middle school (grades 5-10) leads to part-time vocational schools
and higher vocational schools. It is now possible for students with high academic achievement at
the middle school to switch to a high school after graduation. High school (grades 5-13) leads
to a diploma called the Abitur and prepares students for university study or a dual academic and
vocational credential.

Elementary school teachers recommend their students to a particular school based on such things
as academic achievement, self-confidence and ability to work independently. However, in

most states, parents have the final say as to which school their child attends following the

fourth grade.

To be continued
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