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Cherry Blossoms' Sakura” and Changes

I10ne of the best known and much celebrated symbols for the coming of spring in Japan
is the cherry blossom. Beauty, a new beginning but also transience, are connected to
this fragrant flower.

Contrary to the cherry trees | have known from Germany the Japanese version blooms in
an imitable magnificence, however, does not bear any fruits.

The beginning of the cherry blossom season is so important that even the weather
forecast includes reports concerning the“ cherry blossom front progress” or* sakura
zensen” — something you will not find in other countries.

This season also brings changes and progress to many Japanese children - graduating
from one school and beginning a new school life at another one. For me personally it
meant saying farewell to my 3rd year junior high school students and wishing them all
the best - not only for high school but their future life.

At the same time | welcome my new 1st year junior high school students whom | have
known for quite some time. They will begin another important part of their life with new
friends, teachers and subjects.

| hope that everyone will enjoy the spring time, not only when meeting with friends

for cherry blossom viewing.
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