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DilJerent School Systems Engl’Sh

It is this time of the year again where students all over Japan change schools. The so-
called 6-3-3 system (elementary, junior high and high school) was quite unfamiliar to
me when | came here. In Germany you find a school system based on performance and
evaluation reports. Let me try to explain this system without going too much into detail.
All German students attend elementary school until the 4th or 5th grade. At this level
they either change to a junior high respectively high school, or if their evaluation is not
satisfactory they stay in elementary school until the 9th grade. After that proceeding
to a junior high school is possible, depending on the student’ s last evaluation report.
The same goes for junior high school students who can advance to high school after
the 10th grade to complete their education with the 13th grade. During the first two
years of high school, students who show bad results are forced to return to elementary
school. They will have to repeat the same grade at any of the three school types in
case their evaluation report shows 2 bad marks, which range from 1 meaning excellent,
to 6 for completely dissatisfactory.

| leave it to the readers to decide which system is better - both have advantages

as well as disadvantages. While the German system is more" real life” oriented,

the Japanese system treats all students the same way.
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