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During the spring vacation, | was fortunate enough to
spend some time with my friend in Nakatsugawa (Gifu
prefecture). While | spent the first day walking around
the city, | saw many cool things in the small town. As |
was headed back to the apartment, | saw a thunderstorm
come in over the mountains. The green of the mountains
and the dark-grey sky was very cool looking.

The day after, we went to three samurai castles in
three days. The first one — Nagoya castle — was huge.
In addition to the castle, we toured the section of the
rebuilt palace. It's very beautiful, and impressive. The
next day, we went to Gifu castle. While smaller, the
view from the top of the mountain was amazing. We
took the cable car to the top of the mountain instead
of walking the 5 kilometers up the mountain. Finally we
went to Nagano prefecture to see Matsumoto castle.
The Japanese alps up there are beautiful. Some of the
mountains even had snow on them! The castle was cool,
but Matsuyama castle is better. Hopefully during golden
week, my friend will come to Ehime, and we’ll tour
castles around here.

Every day | find something new in Japan to be amazed
with. This is a beautiful and wonderful country.
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