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Greetings Toon,

Spring has finally arrived! With the start of the new school
term, | realized that | have lived in Japan for almost two
yvears. It feels like only yesterday that | arrived! During
this time, | have tried many of Japanese major pastimes.
| have had hanami under Cherry Blossom trees, seen tea
ceremony in Kyoto and played the koto. There was still
one major Japanese pastime on my bucket list* though.
Before | left Japan, | wanted to see a Japanese baseball
game. So when | found out that the Hiroshima Carps and
the Tokyo Yakult Swallows were playing at the Botchan
Stadium in Matsuyama, my friends and | bought tickets.
This was very exciting as | had never seen a baseball
game before. Not even on TV. In the UK, cricket and
soccer are more popular than baseball so it is very difficult
to watch a baseball game. When people talked about
baseball, | would smile and pretend | understand the rules.
In reality, | had no idea where the outfield was or how
many innings were in a game. | was only vaguely sure
what an inning was. Everything | knew about baseball
was from watching American movies and TV, which is not
very informative.

Luckily for me, my friends love baseball and were able to
tell me what was going on. They did laugh when | asked
what an inning was. Still, | enjoyed my first baseball
experience and | now want to watch a Mandarin Pirates
game.

Emily Johnson
* bucket list: a list of things you want to do before you die.
(—EORTLIEOIZEDURE)
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