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English
Greetings Toon

Over spring break | headed to the only main island of Japan | hadn't visited yet: Kyushu. | started off
in Fukuoka where | saw a Kabuki play- strange, very strange. The Japanese was way beyond my
comprehension, so | didn't really understand the plot, but visually it seemed like a Broadway musical that
had been splashed with buckets of bright paint. | dare say it will be my last Kabuki experience because,
while entertaining, the tickets are quite expensive.

Next | was o[l to Nagasaki where | visited the Glover Gardens and the Peace Park. | don't know what the
big deal is about the Glover Gardens; it reminded me a lot of my grandma's house. Clearly it is an attraction
for people unfamiliar with western architecture. The Peace Park, on the other hand, was very beautiful. It
was very moving to see families picnicking under the cherry blossom trees that populate ground zero.
Finally, | made my way to Kumamoto, which really does have the most striking castle in Japan. The main
castle itself is not all that impressive, but the castle grounds as a whole are quite massive. As | was
walking through the maze of turrets and parapets, | stumbled upon a section of wall that made me think* |
really want to climb this.” And, directly underneath that section of wall, a sign which read: Please do not
climb the walls.” Nowhere else on the castle grounds was there a sign like that, which leads me to believe
that something about that part of the castle excites within the human creature the need to climb. If you ever
visit the castle you should keep your eye out for it and see if you too don't feel the urge to climb.

Sincerely,

Robert M. Kubicek
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