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Greetings Toon, EngI’Sh

Over Spring Break, | went to Kyoto, Osaka, Nara, and Himeji. It was right around cherry
blossom season, so many of the areas were lightly populated with the flower. The
blossoms at the Kyoto Imperial Palace were particularly beautiful. While | was there,
| ate some cherry blossom-flavored ice cream and later actual cherry blossom. They
tasted surprisingly similar, so | tip my hat to whoever invented the flavor.

My favorite part of the trip (besides getting to eat authentic American food every night
at Hard Rock Café: Osaka) was my visit to Nara. | especially Todaiji Temple : the
building was massive and the Great Buddha most impressive. Though, the best part
of the Todaiji experience was the roof tiles that were for sale. The temple is currently
under reconstruction, so the monks that reside there were selling roof tiles for 1000
Yen. Each of my friends and | bought a tile and, as per instruction, wrote our name,
country of origin, the date and our wish onto its surface. So, | can proudly say that |
contributed to the great temple, which was good because it gave me something to write
about in all the postcards | send home.

Best Regards,

Robert M. kubicek
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