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Greetings and Good-bye Toon, E”gllSh

No matter what school type is chosen, all students in Germany must complete at least 9 years
After three years here, | am finally headmg home. | have learned many things during my time
here by studying the language, traveling and teaching. | was often surprised at how different
American and Japanese culture are even though they both operate within the framework
of capitalism; they could almost be called opposites. Yet even though the values of our two
countries are so often opposed or prioritized differently, both have found a measure of success
in the modern world.

From my time immersed in Japanese culture, | have acquired a better idea of what behaviors
and thoughts are innate to humans and which are culturally condition, and through my
experiences a realization that many of the rules that both Japanese and Americans hold
steadfast as important, essential and self-evident are merely preferences based on the values
prioritized by our respective cultures. The opposite—the negative—of many of the values held
In my country, | have seen extolled here successfully resulting in a prosperous country with its
own set of strengths and weaknesses.

As the old saying goes: “There is more than one way to skin a cat.” And that is an important
lesson to keep in mind.

| won't forget about Toon City.

Best Luck in the Future,
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