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English
Greetings Toon

A year has gone by since | arrived in Japan and such an anniversary begs for a little
reflection. When | came to Japan, | spoke virtually no Japanese and little has changed
on that front. I' ve advanced from class A to class B (which I' ve passed three times
now) at the Ehime Prefectural International Center, but can’ t seem to make the leap
necessary to advance to class C. Having said that, | have managed to learn some of
the more important words from the elementary school students; take* onbushite” for
instance, which | am pretty sure means' Give me a piggy-back ride” .
Before coming to Japan, | rarely ate vegetables and only ate fish during the Catholic
season of Lent. In all honesty | didn’ t care for either form of food, but a year has
passed with almost daily consumption, and | would like to change their status from:
necessary evil to palatable.
| must confess not all of the changes have been positive. When | came to Japan, |
had excellent posture, but after a year of ducking though doorways and stooping to
talk to people, | am afraid that | have become a sloucher. Combine that with my
increasingly frequent jumbling | survive to recount the next year ;)

Robert Kubicek
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