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Summer time ---

" - and the living is easy”. This is the title of an old
George Gershwin aria, which he composed for the opera
“Porgy and Bess” some 70 years ago.

And it still makes sense. Especially in hot and humid
countries summer should be the time where everything is
more “easy-going” .

| remember a friend who once told me that in Honduras
everything is closed during the hottest times of the day,
generally from around noon until 3 or 4 in the afternoon.
People take a “siesta” as it is called in Spanish, a long
lunch with a nap following.

In Germany students get a “heat free”, once the
temperatures exceed 27 or 28 degrees in the classroom.
How could this be done in Japan? | strongly assume
there is no way | With temperatures well above 30
degrees from the end of June until September students
would enjoy a very long summer vacation. And shops
closing for 3 to 4 hours around noon would definitely not
improve the Japanese economy. So, we have to make
the best out of it and cope with the hightemperatures
and humidity for the time being. Enjoy the summer and
- try to "take it easy” .
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Happy Birthday
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