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Greetings Toon, EngllSh

Perhaps you recall that last year | was visited by a couple of my friends from home.
You may also remember that Nelson and | lost Chuck while climbing Mt. Fuji and were
only able to locate him several days later at Narita Airport. Well, this year, Nelson
and Chuck decided to go to Brazil during summer vacation, and while exploring the
Brazilian rainforest with a tour group, Chuck became lost yet again.

Luckily, Chuck managed to find his way out of the rainforest on his own without
being eaten by a leopard or accidentally stepping on a colony of fire ants. He told
me he believes the time he was forced to fend for himself in Japan prepared him to
brave the untamed wilderness of Brazil, and without that prior experience, he may
have panicked and been lost forever.

After the incident last year, | wondered if | wasn't, perhaps, a bad friend. But looking
back now, | see that by abandoning Chuck | gave him the gift of self reliance. That's
why, if you are traveling this summer, | encourage you to also abandon a

friend or family member along the way. You may seem like a jerk at first, but in

the long run, they will thank you for it.
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