Toon City, Ehime Prefecture
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Shaped by a history and culture carefully handed down over the ages,

a wondrous natural environment filled with rich water resources and plush
greenery, modern medical care and welfare facilities and programs,

industry that stands solidly on excellent transportation networks,

and, more than anything else, the personal warmth and consideration
characteristic of the people living in Toon.

Handing down a plethora of such irreplaceable assets to future generations and
leading a way of life best suited to each individual,

which are wishes of Toon, a small but radiant city.
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Welcome to a cheerful Toon
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Mayor, Isao Takasuka
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immediate region. The city has
features f the local area in 2006

Eedt” EfEa~— YRy Ox—e" 2onidwnoco
ﬁmkbkmf\E%.ﬁMﬁK%%T%%ﬁﬁ%ﬂ@E@%ﬁ
AW R EHOMQEU R 5L mIL°

RAEQH RS MK U EM SR HIvROKE S EEVOW
EL REPT EEREE D a—hH NN B3R NI IR
SR KEHESLBERERCYHNSY FEVWRANIKIES R
ADB O RS DOV HRQRIEE « HE0OOFENNAAN |4
[ERKIELLSENNAHNN S0 -0" HEHE LMD NURR
AV S R AR S FEE N D Y R S

BAN0B” 1oL FE Qi & EIE S i K S U HE IHSRQ’
AR UESORR O FEWwmIED" BRI U RIEE 2L
E [ QI RBrRAICR KK ININN [ 4RI D" [ 2 Q408 B
R0 RIZE | QERKEUE LY HIH U R SE QRS

YUl HRND” KIEQB WIS QAP HaudH A
B HIIRR © KW RS A Q IR RRENER W 3RIE S 424 4°

1) Q EEMNIEER S 4252407 fA2A0Q 400U [ RIS | 124440 | [
Q BB UBRATN QY S 4IINAAP YUOSQ IR ) QU7
TR Q A RKEANWY R SR 5 S IOV RE 1) MR
5 A 4640

re than 34,800. The area was settled long a
n as a “radiant green-rich city”.

gic location alon,

Toon became a city on September
e

mo
_stra
the

o,



EENITHOHRAR

RBADHRERNBEE]SEE
BEERT 25— HRANT HBEE
DERENL|NELT ZLOBRDE

BESZTVET,
WDETITIT
EIIN A °H ) h &
EE QN s - S l
NEZ T o 2o 3 H )
N % A — T2 °50 #
By QFRMLES
“u,.@j‘ﬂ:% DR (N =S
EeRZ riEE )
\%'@i RO 2IENRS
s rEilianos -1z
@u\amiﬁiiﬁ%@ L\
rIRLELRL
N ” L Y
fafiiicis §
HEHREE R -
— >~ 25 b 7 @ O Al (= N N oA yis}
FoF¥k7 XHEA2LEQ LR O DG | R g W 'ﬁ

BN ETIKLHAKRLT OO P roopld

D hlEhH O KT ITHMARNHREER KB
£E A QEz 3RS 250 T %

A5 am2aCA T, e M E
8067'|5|Z'=F e £6O%R2ﬁ*k‘%2i%§%%g%
(EEEnEla fir bi%}g“%;giigiﬁi%g%’kﬁgkk

w oG/ AT N D A 2 % T

ST I H LT

zog 2@ ]9 STETVR giiifeirid
[ — /%2009 . IV R DN S S S
R EF ALY K WEF 2P NF o o 73)@
bR R ol B E 5 N
[ E 5
A bastion for rest and relaxation
The Shigenobu River has many tributaries and there are full of Ahappy recreational place

fountains and springs near the river. This natural environment
is well known as a place of rest and relaxation. Residents
indulge in the Kasumi no Mori (forests) Park, the island rising
from Fukiage Lake of Kawauchi Park, the panoramic view
from Shiogamori Furusato Park and the water, sunshine and
wind zones of Kamihayashi Shinrin Park.
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Many families spend time at the Iwagara Kodomo-kan and Sakura Kodomo-kan, while the banks of the
The Kakikenkyushido-shitsu (Ornamental plants research room) is beautiful throughout the year with
spring and autumn flower festivals, a beautiful plaza with a clock made of flowers, vertical flowerbeds and

Shigenobu River in front of the Mori no Koryu Center are great for relaxing bicycle rides and strolls.
Another popular spot is the largest outdoor hotspring bath in Western Japan found at Riraku Spa.

Friendly places for a more rewarding way of life

colorful flowers in bloom everywhere in the park.
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in April 2004. The organization is active in
promoting thé envifonmentally-advanced
local community. Since last year, they have
been running the-Kamihayashi Himawari
Project in which everyone in the area planted
sunflowers. The goal is to make cooking oil
from the sunflower seeds, use'any discarded

* . plant material as compost and utilize the used
cooking oil as BDF. I'm happy if this activity
""is helping children and local residents think

Everyone is joining together to_create:a®
The Kamihayashi wo Kangaeru Kai was
formed by neighborheod association members

land 6f sunflowers.
about the environment.
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oLl o, - bHIET, Besides official international exchange programs, Toon

promotes international exchange on the grassroots level by
supporting citizens’ groups.

In 2007, Toon City and Ehime University signed an
agreement to cooperate in developing the local area.
Expectations are growing that the agreement will add to

future urban development.

Moreover, the Mori no Koryu Center of Ehime Prefecture
is deepening exchange activities with forest volunteer
groups and the general public so as to enhance awareness
of forest protection and preservation.
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In 2003, Sakawa Corporation, a manufacturer of blackboards, glass and building
Sun)” mural (L30 x HS.S m) painted some 30 years earlier by Taro Okamoto. They set
The project was completed in June 2006. The fact that this Okamoto's world-renown

materials came to Toon to restore the gigantic “Asu no Shinwa (Mythology of the

work was restored in Toon should add a big push to future urban development.
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A miracle in theater rooted in Toon

L Most people believed that theater

[ | could survive only in large cities. As a
. h challenge to that, an authentic musical
theater was opened in Toon and next

year (2010) will mark their fifth year of
business.
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This year, in the smallest city of Ehime
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Prefecture, more than 90,000 people
have come to enjoy shows and the
total attendance likely to top 100,000
by year's end. This feat has been
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C]JVSiﬁEd as a mimcle in Japan by some
performing arts experts.
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The launch of Botchan Theater has
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not only done great things for the
performing arts in Toon but has also
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tourism, industry and the area as a
whole.
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Active as a playwright, actor, movie 13 s L % = L = — i ) A X 3 1/
JEFSEDEE) director and novelist E £ g—{ = L’T‘—; l: I E g | 60 }[;.}_% 5, & »
= = E K N -
SETEREL. ERHR. FREAE. FEL Born in Fengtian (now Shenyang), [ B 7 @ ELea AT v ¥ =R
EDFEBHEITV. SEBHALE - SEBFE D@ T Manchuria, on June 10,1935, James Miki & 2 7 B H < }_\' 2 VN | 9 m B a {)‘
EPSEID - BREDEEIVDRBEAIZESTVET, attended Ichioka High School in Osaka 5 b ;: ~H = 7 ?; ] Y )l_/ F 5 _EJ_ 0 'I:H
Prefecture before entering the acting & X i) 8\@ 8’\2 =} piva iy g‘ ;’% = EE 5 %: =] %
school of the Gekidan Haiyu-za theater 675 X ~ 1;'5 ) BS 5 L:_t é ‘/Eo 515 % N o2 »
EE VAN =B % troupe. In 1955, he passed the Teichiku % 1k 8\/7 o = =3 £ f: = T 7 *}
X New Talent Contest and spent the next 13 % N = ‘j; = b =) 3 B 1 1 ',‘g' - ly%
FEFRPPTA, B ENEHENBE, 1B years active as a singer. In 1967, he won & ;‘ g) 2 — — = ) ®© *-f 9 7 > &b
B AROETREOLREEHRT S0 the Gekkan Scenario contest. He studied = & E%“ < F E \: St %\P 6 % =l 3 @
) ) DRI+ BE/INNA—IVEFTSTVET, under the movie director, Yoshitaro Hig E? ;8; lk £9) 7 Y X 375 A {a T
Making life safe and secure for all Nomura and has been a playwright ever e = o 5B g ) %”‘ = E]g — 3 ¢ %:
Toon has a fire headquarters, fire stations and fire brigades. The fire brigades work with the fire headquarters and since. His works have been highly rated in E = 77 A E = E\‘ BE =l > 1B ﬁ x
fire stations to put out fires, sandbag against floods and search for missing persons. Moreover, the city government, el ields including movies, theater, 97 » T [EH — ZF x V) =B H » EE %
local residents and the Ehime Juzen School of Allied Medical Professionals Hospital operate as one in developing novels and TV dramas. <= N H TR < © [ »

human resources to aid the local area in times of disaster. By coordinating their activities, they are encouraging

different areas to form their own volunteer crisis management organizations.
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Putting wood to good use
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3Rs (Reduce, Reuse and Recycle waste) activities
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Under the theme of “A friend of the planet”

Toon is working to enhance environmental education
by promoting a Biomass Town Vision and Eco Kids
Support Project. The city is encouraging the use of solar
power, solar heating and biomass in order to attain a fossil
fuel reduction target of 20%. Moreover, the city is part
of efforts to stage a “Biomass Festival” that attempts to
develop a local sunflower oil brand, make pellets from yard
trimmings for a fuel test and utilize used cooking oil from
school kitchens and elsewhere as BDF.
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A sophisticated rice-growing culture since early times

Digs in Toon have revealed settlements from Japan’s Yayoi Period and evidence that rice

Parent towns formed in 1956

Since the Meiji Period, repeated mergers by townships
led to the creation of Shigenobu and Kawauchi in 1956.
Development of suburbs and agriculture ed on
the outskirts of the two towns until finally merging into
Toon in 2004.

Where does the name Toon come from?

The name Toon comes from the fact that the area lied
east (To) of Onsen-gun (On) [the hot springs of Dogo
Onsen (Botchan), etc].
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‘Try the dohutoku sake from Toon ¥
In April 2008, Toon was designated a “special doburoku "«

district” and three local brewers were approved for
production in December.
The three brewers each seek their own orlgmal flavor and

", trying those differing flavors is quite entertaining.

23

Doburokd is made from just rice, water and yeast. It

contains no simple syrup or brewing alcohol. In other

words, it is naturally-fermented sake with absolutely no,
‘impurities whatsoever, and said to be very safe to drink.

We hope: visitors will come to know its enc-hantment
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A hearty industry full of creativity and vitality

Activities are underway to protect farmland, water resources and the natural environment, while other projects aim to activate agricultural
areas in mountainous regions. Moreover, agriculture, commerce and industry are collaborating on developing sales channels for a “Toon
Brand” that will establish independence in agriculture and forestry.

Besides that, efforts are being made to activate industry and promote tourism and recreation, by attracting intellectual power that will lead

to state-of-the-art technologies, research institutes and human resources.
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A culture for learning from one another and feeling spiritually rich

The living environment in Toon is being developed for life-long learning that is tailored to the various generations and peculiarities of the
local area, so that each and every resident can lead a rewarding life.
In the public school system, projects are underway to eradicate bullying and truancy. Moreover, school buildings are systematically being

remodeled on a large scale and reinforced to withstand earthquakes so that children can be safe and secure.
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Administration and City Council

Toon is promoting a democratic government suited for these times with open recruitment being
adopted for all committees and councils, and women being encouraged to play a constructive role
in city government.

The Toon City Council has currently 24 members. Via regular and extraordinary meetings, they
are reflecting the opinions of residents in city government by coordinating with residents and the

administration and ensuring that tl\cy remain open to scrutiny and participation.
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