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“DRIVING IN JAPAN”

I started driving in Japan about a month ago and
did not expect too many problems as drivers in Japan
and England drive on the same side of the road, However
I have learnt fast that driving etiquette in the two
countries is very different.

PROBLEMS AND DIFFERENCES

The most obvious difference is that the roads are
narrower and the parking spaces smaller, Also in England
if you are waiting to turn onto a main road you must
wait for the cars to pass before you can turn onto the
road. In Japan this is not so important. In England if
you are going to turn right or left you indicate, then
slow down and then turn. In Japan it seems you can
do this in any order! In England bicycles must be ridden
on the left, in Japan they go wherever they want with
or without lights! Also in England you can only overtake
on the right side. I still get quite a shock when bicycles
and motorbikes overtake on the left. All this means that
in Japan I use my break and my left hand side mirror
much more.

GOOD POINTS

In England you can have one alcoholic drink without
breaking the law. In Japan the limit is zero which I
think is a good idea. The road signs here are better
than England where I get lost quite a lot! Also the
petrol stations in England are all self—service so having
someone fill your tank and check your oil and water
is a real luxury. The best point it seems is that Japanese
drivers are much less aggressive than back home where
“road rage” is becoming a real problem.

Unfortunately traffic jams are common in both countries!
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