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2 Saijo Festival =
- :
:E Last month on 14 October I went to see my first "Matsuri" in Japan, Saijo E:E
:_:. Festival. I went with a big group of ALT's but once we arrived we got ?
:EE swallowed up by the crowd. ::.-:
e The town center was very crowded with everyone in high spirits, people in &=
E.: colourful costumes, drinking sake and shouting "washoi ! washoi ! washoi ! ". E:E
E:: I must have heard this a hundred times but I still don't know what it means ! :::
::E The "Danjiri" were very beautiful and looked very heavy, a few times people F_:
:E: lost control but luckily none fell down. I am glad I didn't have to help carry ﬁ
= any. =
E': Everybody walked from Saijo railway station to a shrine on top of a hill. The $
:E: whole procession looked very impressive and I took quite a few photos. Along E:-:
5'5' the way I tried some "Takoyaki" and "Yakitori", it was delicious. ?
s After a lot of walking, drinking and eating we finally left at 5 o'clock in the .=
::: morning. The festival was still going strong. I was amazed at how long they 3
::: could carry such a heavy load. %/V :.:j
: (ol Tt
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: B % 5D :
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