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3= Two Years in Shigenobu

This is my last article for the Shigenobu Magazine, as I am returning to Britain in July.
So I want to write about my Shigenobu experiences.

When I arrived in Shigenobu I spoke no Japanese, had never taught in a Junior High School
before and had never lived in a foreign country. Naturally the first day was a little frightening.
However, I quickly realized that Japanese people are the most hospitable in the world, so I was
never lonely or home sick.

In these two years I have had many wonderful experiences. I really enjoy teaching English at

Shigenobu Junior High School and the four elementary schools in Shigenobu.
Of course, at first I was a little nervous, but I soon became relaxed. The students have been
great and the teachers extremely friendly and helpful. The teachers of these schools have taught
me many things about the Japanese culture, how to teach and (most importantly) Japanese
party and drinking techniques. Thank you for your friendship.

The special activities at school have also been very interesting, for
example this year's First Year School Trip, Culture Days and Sports
Festivals. During these activities students often taught me many things
- thanks for the Iyo slang.

During the Town Hall English Conversation Classes the adult students
and I talked about many interesting things - Sorry that I was sometimes
- late.

I also met many friends during my Shigenobu stay. These friends
showed my many interesting things and beautiful places - thank you for
all the invitations. When I return to Britain I will miss them.

In short Shigenobu has become my second home.
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